
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



First Baptist Church 
Greensboro, North Carolina  

gathers for 

The Worship of God 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

“Back to School Sunday” 
August 24, 2025 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“God, we pray for full dreams, new discoveries, surprises, and curiosity.  
We will love, we will persevere, and we will support everyone  

with the privilege of learning and growing this year.  
May we all be rooted in your love so that we are able  
to rise to the challenges and opportunities before us.” 

 

- Rev. Amy Starr Russell, from our 2025 Back to School Blessing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Steeple Bells  10:30 a.m. 
 
Prelude  Landry Duvall organ 

“Variations on Restoration” Arr. Janet Linker 
 
 

Come, ye sinners, poor and needy, weak and wounded, sick and sore; 
Jesus ready stands to save you, full of pity, love, and power. 
I will arise and go to Jesus; he will embrace me in his arms. 

In the arms of my dear Savior, O there are ten thousand charms. 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle  Emerson Culbreth 
 
Opening of the Bible  Bea Sherouse 
 
Gathering  Rev. Alan Sherouse 

 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  



 
†Call to Worship  Rev. Courtney Willis 

“Healer of Our Every Ill” 
 

 
You know our fears and sadness, grace us with your peace and gladness; 
Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts. 
refrain 
Through pain and joy, we behold your grace unfolding.  
Give us all your vision, God of love.  
refrain 
Give us strength to love each other, every sister, every brother; 
Spirit of all kindness, be our guide.  
refrain 
You who know each thought and feeling, teach us your way of healing; 
Spirit of compassion, fill our hearts.  
refrain 

 
†Hymn No. 26  

”Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven” LAUDA ANIMA 
 
†Passing of the Peace  Rev. Willis 
 

May the Peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you.  

 
  



†Sung Acclamation   
“Worthy of Worship” JUDSON  

 
 
 

 

Life of the Community  Tyler Smith, pastoral intern 
 
Blessing for the School Year  Rev. Amy Starr Russell 
 

This summer we have rested, we have played, and we have taken time to travel 
and move our bodies. Now, we are drawn back together for a new school year. 
In this new season, plant our feet firmly in your love. 
 

A new school year brings big feelings. We may be excited and nervous, hopeful 
and a little scared. But together, we can move forward and share each burden and 
gift. 
Stretch our minds with wonder and open our hearts to compassion. 
 

May we seek goodness within ourselves, as well as in our classmates and teachers. 
Help us find comfort when we feel down and hope when we are discouraged. 
Fill us with kindness. Let our hands and hearts be ready to embrace this world in 
need of love. 
 

Let us also have courage to help when others do not have what they need. Let us 
welcome new friends and be open to new perspectives. 
Help us become more of who you made us to be – humans filled with humanity. 
 



Students, educators, and administrators, may you find comfort in the words of 
blessing prayed for you by our congregation: 
 

(spoken by the congregation alone for the school community) 
God, bless our students, educators, and administrators as they pick up the 
responsibility of education in this new school year. As their branches grow, help 
them extend their reach ready to be prayers in action. Help them to carry it with 
grace, with patience for each other, and with anticipation for all the knowledge 
and experience that will be gained this year. 
May they overflow with courage. 
May hope be the light that guides them. 
May all be kept safe and healthy. 
 

We pray for full dreams, new discoveries, surprises, and curiosity. We will love, we 
will persevere, and we will support everyone with the privilege of learning and 
growing this year. 
 

ALL: May we all be rooted in your love so that we are able to rise to the 
challenges and opportunities before us. Amen. 
 

Children (first grade and younger) may attend Junior Church 
and will return to the Sanctuary during the Hymn of Response. 

 
†Hymn No. 619 

”God Will Take Care of You” GOD CARES 
 
Prayers of God’s People  James Dolph, acting youth minister 

 
Scripture Lesson  Landry Duvall 
 Luke 13:10-17 
 
Sermon  Rev. Sherouse 
 
†Hymn of Response No. 477 

“O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus” EBENEZER 
 
 

If you would like to become a member of this congregation, 
 you are invited to speak to a pastor at this time. 

 
Stewardship Prayer  Chris Culbreth, deacon  
 



Offertory  Sanctuary Choir; Rebekah Carlson violin 
"Gentle Voice"  Lee Dengler 
 

Far above the noise of life, there’s a voice that is gently calling. 
“Leave behind your cares and strife. Come to me, I will give you rest. 
Bring your fear, and bring your pain. Bring your anger, and bring your worry.” 
Do you hear the voice of Jesus gently calling, “Come unto me.” 
 
Gentle voice, so meek and mild, gentle words of understanding. 
“You are my beloved child. Come to me, I will give you rest. 
Bring your grief, and bring your cares. Bring you heartaches, and bring your sorrow.” 
Do you hear the voice of Jesus gently calling, “Come unto me”? 
 
Gentle voice so full of love, gentle words so rich in mercy. 
“You are my beloved child. Come to me. I will give you rest.” 

 
†Response  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow" OLD HUNDREDTH 

 
 

†Benediction  Rev. Sherouse 
 
†Postlude  Landry Duvall organ  

“A Joyful March“ Gordon Young  



 



 


