
 
 

“Pentecost” by John August Swanson 

First Baptist Church 
Greensboro, North Carolina  

gathers for 

The Worship of God 

Pentecost Sunday, May 19, 2024 

 
“The gesture of speaking another language is born not of the desire of the disciples 

but of God, and it signifies all that is essential to learning a language…Speak a 
language, speak a people. God speaks people, fluently. And God, with all the 

urgency that is with the Holy Spirit, wants the disciples of his only begotten Son to 
speak people fluently too. This is the beginning of the revolution that the Spirit 

performs. Like an artist drawing on all her talent to express a new way to live, God 
gestures the deepest joining possible, one flesh with God,  

and desire made one with the Holy One.” 
-Willie James Jennings 

 
Steeple Bells 10:30 a.m. 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle Emerson Culbreth 
 
Opening the Bible Evie Crandall 
 
Prelude Preschool Choir 

“All Things Bright and Beautiful” arr. by Carol Huffman Dickerson 
 
Gathering Rev. Alan Sherouse 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  

 
 
 
 



Choral Introit Children’s Choir, Youth Choir, INSPIRO, Matt Messick pianist 
“Grow, Little Tree” by Andrea Ramsey 
Grow, little tree. Stretch your arms, and spread your leaves. What will you be? 
Grow, little tree. Wave your branches wild and free for all to see. 
I'll grow, too. Just like you, I'll grow tall. Nurture me, I look to you for what to do. 
Dance, dance in the wind. Stand, and soak up the sun. And when the storm brings a 

shower, let the earth catch my tears, and sprout a new flower. 
Grow, little tree. 
 
“All God’s Children” Words and Music by Baker Lawrimore 
For children all, a sense of welcome 
For children all, a belly fed 
For children all, strong minds that wonder 
For children all, a loving friend 

For we're a world of diverse people, 
And all our needs here on Earth are broad, 
So look around, see the beauty in difference, 
And work to love all the children of God. 

For those alone and those ignored, a sense of welcome 
For those alone and those ignored, a belly fed 
For those alone and those ignored, strong minds that wonder 
For those alone and those ignored, a loving friend 

For enemies, a sense of welcome 
For enemies, a belly fed 
For enemies, strong minds that wonder 
For enemies, a loving friend 

 
†Call to Worship Rev. Seth Hix 

Come, listen to stories of faith and trust from long ago. 
We come, celebrating Christ with us in the here and now. 
Come, dream exciting new possibilities for the future. 
We come, conscious of the need to have the courage of past generations. 
Let us join generation upon generation in worshipping God. 
We come, worshipping God - Creator, Spirit, and Son. Alleluia! Amen! 

 
 

†Hymn 45 
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” NETTLETON 
 

†Passing of the Peace 
May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Life of the Community Rev. Chris Cherry 
 
Time for Children Rev. Amy Starr Russell 

Children (first grade and younger) may attend Junior Church and will return to the sanctuary during 
the Hymn of Response. 

 
†Hymn 710 

“We Are Called to Be God’s People” AUSTRIAN HYMN 
 
Prayers of God’s People Rev. Courtney Willis 
 
Scripture Lesson Rev. Buck Cochran 

Acts 2:1-21 
 
Sermon Rev. Sherouse 
 
†Hymn of Response 689 

“The Church’s One Foundation” AURELIA 
If you would like to become a member of this congregation,  

you are invited to speak to a pastor at this time. 
 

Stewardship Prayer Lynn Huneycutt deacon 
 
Offertory Meditation Children’s Choir, Youth Choir, INSPIRO 

“Better Is One Day” arr. by Trey McLaughlin 
Better is one day in your courts 
Better is one day in your house 
Better is one day in your courts than thousands elsewhere 
 

 



†Benediction Rev. Sherouse 
 
†Postlude Matt Messick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 


