
 
 

“Myrrh Bearing Women” by Laura James 



First Baptist Church 
Greensboro, North Carolina  

gathers for 

The Worship of God 

Easter Sunday 
March 31, 2024 

 
In time of silver rain the earth puts forth new life again, green grasses grow  

and flowers lift their heads, and over all the plain the wonder spreads 

Of Life, Of Life, Of life! 

In time of silver rain the butterflies lift silken wings to catch a rainbow cry, and trees put 
forth new leaves to sing in joy beneath the sky as down the roadway  

passing boys and girls go singing, too, 

In time of silver rain when spring and life are new. 
-“In Time of Silver Rain” by Langston Hughes 

 
Steeple Bells 10:30 a.m. 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle Lily James Kesler 
 
Opening the Bible Josey Persia 
 
Choral Introit Sanctuary Choir, Matt Messick organist, Brass, Handbells 

“Christ Is Alive” 
Christ is alive! No longer bound To distant years in Palestine.  
But, saving, healing, here and now, And touching every place and time.  
Women and men, in age and youth, Can feel the Spirit, hear the call,  
And find the way, the life, the truth, Revealed in Jesus freed for all.  

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. The cross stands empty to the sky.  
Let streets and homes with praises ring. Love, drowned in death, can never die.  

 
Gathering Rev. Alan Sherouse 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  



†Call to Worship Rev. Seth Hix 
by Rev. Elizabeth Dilley 

We come to this place, seeking Jesus in the familiar story of our faith. 
Do not meet us only here, O Living Christ, but surprise us with resurrection power 

in all the places of our lives! 
We gather together to sing and pray the story we know by heart, a story of loving 

triumph and powerful grace. 
This story of “Alleluia!” means great joy for the One who lives and the ones who 

witness to this new life in all the places of our lives! 
We rejoice and thank you for the life of your son, resurrected by the power of your 

loving, vibrant Spirit. 
Let this same Spirit fill all the places of our lives, that we may know the truth of 

resurrection for the rest of our lives! 
We join our hearts in song and sing “Alleluia! Gracious Jesus!” for Christ is living 

and so are we! 
Alleluia indeed! 
 

†Hymn 234 
Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” EASTER HYMN 

 
†Passing of the Peace 

May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Life of the Community Rev. Courtney Willis 
 
Time for Children Rev. Amy Starr Russell 

Children (first grade and younger) may attend Junior Church and will return to the sanctuary during 
the Hymn of Response. 
 

†Song of Praise Sanctuary Choir, Brass, Congregation 
“To the Lamb Upon the Throne” Words by Charles Wesley, Music by Dan Forrest 

Choir: 
Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim, and publish abroad His wonderful name; 
The name all victorious of Jesus extol; His kingdom is glorious and rules over all. 

Worthy the Lamb. Worthy the Lamb. 



”Salvation to God, who sits on the throne!” let all cry aloud, and honor the Son; 
The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim, fall down on their faces and worship the Lamb. 

God rules in the height almighty to save; Though hid from our sight His presence we have, 
The great congregation His triumph shall sing, ascribing salvation to Jesus our king. 

Congregation: 

 
Prayers of God’s People Rev. Buck Cochran 
 
Gospel Lesson Rev. Chris Cherry 

John 20:1-18 
 
Choral Anthem Sanctuary Choir, Janice Hix pianist, Rebekah Carlson violinist 

“Amazing Grace” Music and additional text by Craig Courtney 
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me. 
I once was lost but now am found; was blind, but now I see. 

Amazing grace! Amazing grace! So vast and yet so free! 
The Son of God, the righteous One, is crucified for me. 

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear, the hour I first believed. 

Through many dangers, toils and snares I have already come, 
‘Tis grace that brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we first begun. 



Sermon Rev. Sherouse 
 
†Hymn of Response 92 

“Crown Him with Many Crowns” DIADEMATA 
If you would like to become a member of this congregation,  

you are invited to speak to a pastor at this time. 
 
Stewardship Prayer Thom Little deacon 
 
Offertory Meditation Sanctuary Handbells 

“Crown of Thorns, Crown of Glory” Arranged by Cathy Moklebust 
 

†Affirmation of Faith Rev. Sherouse 

We gather again at the cross, where death has been overwhelmed by new life. 
Christ is risen indeed. 
We affirm our faith in God, 
Who lights the dawn to chase away the darkness, and rolls away stones of fear and 

doubt. 
We give thanks for Jesus Christ, 
Who comes to us in our grief, calls us by name, and sends us down the path to 

speak of a love that is not overcome by death. 
And with the help of the Spirit, we affirm our intention to live as those who have 

seen the Lord. 
May our church be an instrument of God in this place and time, striving for justice, 

celebrating in joy, living in hope, praying for healing, and proclaiming Good 
News of God’s persistent and redeeming love. 

Let the people of God say again, 
Hallelujah! 

 
†Benediction Rev. Sherouse 
 
†Choral Response 

“Christ is Alive!” TRURO 



Words copyright Ó 1969, 1995 Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
†Postlude Matt Messick 

"Toccata on ‘Christ the Lord Is Risen Today’" Arranged by Diane Bish 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 



 


