
 

“Jesus Comforts the Women of Jerusalem” by Laura James 

First Baptist Church 
Greensboro, North Carolina  

gathers for 

The Worship of God 
The Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 10, 2024 

 
Light cannot see inside things. That is what the dark is for: Minding the interior, nurturing the 
draw of growth through places where death in its own way turns into life. In the glare of neon 
times, let our eyes not be worn by surfaces that shine with hunger made attractive. That our 
thoughts may be true light, finding their way into words which have the weight of shadow to 
hold the layers of truth. That we never place our trust in minds claimed by empty light, where 
one-sided certainties are driven by false desire. When we look into the heart, may our eyes 
have the kindness and reverence of candlelight. That the searching of our minds be equal to 
the oblique crevices and corners where the mystery continues to dwell, glimmering in fugitive 
light. When we are confined inside the dark house of suffering that moonlight might find a 
window. When we become false and lost that the severe noon-light Would cast our shadow 
clear. When we love, that dawn-light would lighten our feet upon the waters. As we grow 
old, that twilight would illuminate treasure in the fields of memory. And when we come to 
search for God, let us first be robed in night, put on the mind of morning to feel the rush of 
light spread slowly inside the color and stillness of a found word. 

-“For Light” by John O’Donohue 
 

Steeple Bells 10:30 a.m. 
 
Prelude Sanctuary Handbells 

“O Sing a Song of Bethlehem” Arranged by Susan Geschke 
 

Lighting the Christ Candle Ava Danford 
 
Opening the Bible Sophy Gould 
 
Gathering Rev. Alan Sherouse 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  

 
 
 



†Call to Worship Rev. Chris Cherry 
by James Armstrong 

To see the life that teems around us, 
To give thanks for the gift we have received; 
To notice the beauty and promise of spring, 
To breathe deeply of the season; 
To accept the gift of love,  
and to love in return: 

This is to worship God. 
Let us join our voices together to worship the One who created us all. 
 

†Hymn 72 
“To God Be the Glory” TO GOD BE THE GLORY 
 

†Passing of the Peace 
May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Life of the Community Rev. Courtney Willis 
 
Time for Children Rev. Sherouse 

Children (first grade and younger) may attend Junior Church and will return to the sanctuary 
during the Hymn of Response. 

 
Call to Prayer Rev. Buck Cochran 

Worshipers are asked to move toward the cross  
in the center of the sanctuary as we sing together our Call to Prayer. 

“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” HAMBURG 

Stanza 3 
See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
 

†Prayers of God’s People 

Stanza 4 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
that were a present far too small; 
love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 
Gospel Lesson Rev. Seth Hix 

John 3:14-21 
 
Sermon Rev. Amy Starr Russell 

The Way of the Cross: A Way of Shadows 
 
†Hymn of Response 531 

“O Love That Will Not Let Me Go” ST. MARGARGET 
If you would like to become a member of this congregation,  

you are invited to speak to a pastor at this time. 
 
Stewardship Prayer Trisha Hooper deacon 
 
Offertory Meditation Sanctuary Handbells 

“Three American Folk Hymns” Arranged by Michael Helman 
 

†Benediction Rev. Sherouse 
 
†Postlude Baker Lawrimore 
 
 

This Sunday, we acknowledge Baptist Women in Ministry's Month of Advocacy, focused on 
affirming, valuing and elevating women in ministry. A longtime partner of First Baptist Greensboro, 
BWIM's mission is "to support women who pursue ministry and leadership with sustaining 
resources and community, and to advocate for the full affirmation of women in ministry and 
leadership in Baptist life." At a time when many Baptist churches continue to preclude women 
from pastoral and leadership roles, BWIM's work only grows in importance. Learn more about 
BWIM and opportunities to support their work at www.bwim.info. 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 


