
 
 

“Jesus Bears His Cross” by Laura James 
 

First Baptist Church 
Greensboro, North Carolina  

gathers for 

The Worship of God 
The First Sunday in Lent, February 18, 2024 

 
Maybe He looked indeed much as Rembrandt envisioned Him in those small heads 
that seem in fact portraits of more than a model. A dark, still young, very intelligent 

face, A soul-mirror gaze of deep understanding, unjudging.  

That face, in extremis, would have clenched its teeth in a grimace not shown in even 
the great crucifixions. The burden of humanness (I begin to see) exacted from Him that 
He taste also the humiliation of dread, cold sweat of wanting to let the whole thing go, 

like any mortal hero out of his depth, like anyone who has taken herself back.  

The painters, even the greatest, don’t show how, in the midnight Garden, or staggering 
uphill under the weight of the Cross, He went through with even the human longing to 
simply cease, to not be. Not torture of body, not the hideous betrayals humans commit 
nor the faithless weakness of friends, and surely not the anticipation of death (not then, 
in agony’s grip) was Incarnation’s heaviest weight, but this sickened desire to renege, to 
step back from what He, Who was God, had promised Himself, and had entered time 
and flesh to enact. Sublime acceptance, to be absolute, had to have welled up from 

those depths where purpose drifted for mortal moments. 
-Denise Levertov 

 
Steeple Bells 10:30 a.m. 
 
Prelude Rebekah Carlson violinist, Baker Lawrimore pianist 

“O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus” Music by Thomas Williams 
 

Lighting the Christ Candle Della Sherouse 
 
Opening the Bible Jonah Carlson 
 
Gathering Rev. Alan Sherouse 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  

 



†Call to Worship Rev. Seth Hix 
by Beth Merrill Neel 

In this season of Lent, we make our way to the cross, 

We remember the steps that led Christ there: betrayal and fear, but also trust 
in God, and love for humanity. 

In this season of Lent, as we make our way to the cross, we strive to follow 
Christ’s example:  

To admit betrayal and fear that are part of life, 

To embrace trust in God and love for humanity.  

So as we make our journey, let us worship God. 
 

†Hymn 70 
“God is Love, let Heaven Adore Him” ABBOT’S LEIGH 
 

†Passing of the Peace 
May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Life of the Community Rev. Chris Cherry 
 
Time for Children Rev. Amy Starr Russell 

Children (first grade and younger) may attend Junior Church and will return to the sanctuary 
during the Hymn of Response. 

 
†Call to Prayer 

Worshipers are asked to move toward the cross  
in the center of the sanctuary as we sing together our Call to Prayer. 

“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” HAMBURG 

Stanza 1 
When I survey the wondrous cross 
on which the Prince of glory died, 
my richest gain I count but loss, 
and pour contempt on all my pride. 

†Prayers of God’s People Rev. Courtney Willis 

Stanza 2 
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
save in the death of Christ, my God; 
all the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to his blood. 

 
Gospel Lesson Rev. Buck Cochran 

Mark 1:9-15 
 
Sermon Rev. Sherouse 
 
†Hymn of Response 514 

“Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine” ASSURANCE 
If you would like to become a member of this congregation,  

you are invited to speak to a pastor at this time. 
 
Stewardship Prayer Laura Caroline Rick deacon 
 
Choral Offertory Sanctuary Choir, Janice Hix pianist, Rebekah Carlson violinist 

“There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” Arranged by David Schwoebel 
By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us. 
To give light to those in darkness, light to those in the shadow of death. 
To guide our feet into the way of peace. 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, Like the wideness of the sea; 
There’s a kindness in God’s justice, Which is more than liberty. 

For the Love of God is broader Than the measures of our mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal Is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more simple, We should rest upon God’s word; 
And our lives would be illumined By the presence of our Lord.  

 

†Benediction Rev. Sherouse 
 
†Postlude Baker Lawrimore 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 


