
 
 
 
 
 

Awake My Soul by Mike Moyers 
 

 
 

First Baptist Church 
Greensboro, North Carolina  

gathers for 

The Worship of God 
Second Sunday after the Epiphany, January 14, 2024 

 
Begin here: Beloved. 

Is there any other word needs saying, any other blessing  
could compare with this name, this knowing? 

Beloved. 
Comes like a mercy to the ear that has never heard it.  

Comes like a river to the body that has never seen such grace. 
Beloved. 

Comes holy to the heart aching to be new.  
Comes healing to the soul wanting to begin again. 

Beloved. 
Keep saying it and though it may sound strange at first, watch how it becomes part of you,  

how it becomes you, as if you never could have known yourself anything else,  
as if you could ever have been other than this: Beloved. 

-“Beginning with Beloved” by Jan Richardson 

 
Steeple Bells 10:30 a.m. 
 
Prelude Baker Lawrimore 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle JJ Moore 
 
Opening the Bible Jonah Carlson 
 
Gathering Rev. Alan Sherouse 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  

 
†Call to Worship Rev. Seth Hix 
adapted from Rev. Thom M. Shuman 

On that first day, when time began: 
You gave birth to creation; 



Light danced through the shadows; 

The waters of hope flowed free and clear. 
On that first day at the Jordan, when redemption began: 
You spoke of life for all your children, 
As your child stepped into the waters of forgiveness. 
On this first day of the week, when we begin anew: 
You call us to faithfulness as we open our hearts to you, 
Full of hope, grace overflowing, we worship the One who makes all things new. 
 

†Hymn 5 
“Come, Thou Almighty King” ITALIAN HYMN 
 

†Passing of the Peace 
May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Life of the Community Rev. Courtney Willis 
 
Time for Children Rev. Amy Starr Russell 

Children (first grade and younger) may attend Junior Church and will return to the sanctuary 
during the Hymn of Response. 

 
†Hymn 289 

“Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling” IN BABILONE 
 
Prayers of God’s People Rev. Buck Cochran 
 
Gospel Lesson Rev. Courtney Willis 

Mark 1:4-11 
 
Sermon Rev. Sherouse 
 
 
 
 

†Hymn of Response 558 
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” BEECHER 

If you would like to become a member of this congregation,  
you are invited to speak to a pastor at this time. 

 
Stewardship Prayer Hazel Fisher deacon 
 
Choral Offertory Sanctuary Choir 
“Gracious Spirit Dwell with Me” 13th Century Plainsong melody; arranged by K. Lee Scott 
 
†Benediction Rev. Sherouse 

 
†Benediction Response 

†Postlude Baker Lawrimore 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


