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First Baptist Church 
Greensboro, North Carolina  



The Worship of God 

Christmas Eve 
Sunday, December 24, 2023 

 
Steeple Bells 5:00 p.m. 
 
Voluntary Matt Messick  

“O Come, All Ye Faithful” Arranged by Don Hustad 
 
Gathering Rev. Alan Sherouse 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
 

Old Testament Lesson Rev. Seth Hix 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. 
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his 

shoulders; and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the 

throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this 

time onwards and for evermore. 
 
†Carol 173 

“O Come, All Ye Faithful ” ADESTE FIDELES 

Children are invited to meet Pastor Amy at the front during the last stanza of 
O Come, All Ye Faithful. Afterward children may return to their families. 

 
Time for Children Rev. Amy Starr Russell 



Carol 162 
“The First Noel, the Angel Did Say” THE FIRST NOEL 
(stanza 1) 

 
Prayers of God’s People Rev. Courtney Willis 
 
Gospel Lesson Rev. Chris Cherry 

Luke 2:1-20 
 

†Carol 152 
“Angels We Have Heard on High ” GLORIA 

 
Meditation Rev. Sherouse 
 
†Carol 155 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” ST. LOUIS 
 
Offering Emphasis Rev. Buck Cochran 
 
Offertory Meditation Rebekah Carlson violinist, Matt Messick pianist 

“O Holy Night” By Adolphe Adam 
 
Christ Candle Alan, Jenny, Jack, Della, Warner and Bea Sherouse 
 

Confession of Faith 
John 1:1-5, 9-14 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 
He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and 

without him not one thing came into being.  
What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 

did not know him.  



He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to 
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of 
the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 
the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

 
Carol Della Sherouse soloist 

“Morning Star, O Cheering Sight” HAGEN 



Candlelight Carol 
“Silent Night” STILLE NACHT 
Silent night, holy night, All is calm, all is bright 
‘round yon virgin mother and child, holy infant so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord at thy birth, Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 

Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, alleluia to our King; 
Christ, the Savior is born, Christ, the Savior is born. 
 

†Blessing Rev. Sherouse 

 
†Carol 

“Joy to the World” ANTIOCH 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing,  
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ;  
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love,  
and wonders of his love and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 
†Postlude Matt Messick 

“Hark the Herald Angels Sing” Arranged by Don Hustad 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 


