
 
 

“The Sower” 
by Vincent van Gogh 

 
 

First Baptist Church 
Greensboro, North Carolina gathers for 

The Worship of God 
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost, October 8, 2023 

 
 

Faith is rare, He must have been saying, prodigious, unique —  
one infinitesimal grain divided like loaves and fishes, 

as if from a mustard-seed a great shade-tree grew.  
That rare, that strange: the kingdom a tree.  

The soul a bird. A great concourse of birds at home there, wings among yellow 
flowers. The waiting kingdom of faith, the seed waiting to be sown. 

-Denise Levertov 
 
Steeple Bells 10:30 a.m. 
 
Prelude Baker Lawrimore 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle Caleb Wall 
 
Opening the Bible Warner Sherouse 
 
Gathering Rev. Alan Sherouse 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  

 
Voluntary Sanctuary Choir, Janice Hix pianist 

“Sing and Be Not Silent” Based on Psalm 30; Music by Mary McDonald 
 

†Call to Worship Rev. Seth Hix 

People of God, as it is in heaven, we come to worship the God who transforms 
the shadows of our lives into full and vibrant light. 

Come, Creator, and enliven our imaginations. 

Siblings, as it is in heaven, let all living things now flourish. 
Come, Spirit, and give us the breath of life. 
Friends, as it is in heaven, let hope and joy be the sustenance of our souls and 

bodies. 
Come, Jesus, and walk before us that we might follow you. 

Family of faith, as it is in heaven, may God be present with us now. 
We lift our hearts to God! Amen! 



†Hymn 52 
“I Sing the Mighty Power of God” ELLACOMBE 
 

†Passing of the Peace 
May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Life of the Community Rev. Buck Cochran 
 
Time for Children Rev. Amy Starr Russell 

Children (first grade and younger) may attend Junior Church and will return to the sanctuary 
during the Hymn of Response. 

 

†Hymn 115 
“Fairest Lord Jesus” CRUSADER’S HYMN 

 
Prayers of God’s People Rev. Chris Cherry 
 
Gospel Lesson Rev. Courtney Willis 

Matthew 13:31-32 
 
Sermon Rev. Sherouse 
 
†Hymn of Response  

All are invited to use this time to renew commitment to Christ and to Christian service.  
If you would like to become a member of this congregation,  

you are invited to speak to a pastor at this time. 

“Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” BEACH SPRING 

Lord, whose love in humble service bore the weight of human need, 
Who upon the cross, forsaken, worked your mercy’s perfect deed: 
We, your servants, bring the worship, not of voice alone, but heart, 
Consecrating to your purpose every gift which you impart. 
 
Still your children wander homeless, still the hungry cry for bread; 
Still the captives long for freedom, still in grief we mourn our dead. 
As you, Lord, in deep compassion healed the sick and freed the soul, 
By your Spirit send your power to our world to make it whole. 

As we worship, grant us vision, till your love’s revealing light 
In its height and depth and greatness dawns upon our quickened sight, 
Making known the needs and burdens your compassion bids us bear, 
Stirring us to ardent service, your abundant life to share. 

 
Missions Moment Gene Brown Executive Director, Community Housing Solutions 
 
Stewardship Prayer Thom Little deacon 
 
Choral Offertory Sanctuary Choir, Janice Hix pianist 

“We Walk by Faith” Based on John 20:19-20; Words by Henry Alford; Music by Lloyd 
Larson 

We walk by faith, and not by sight. No ancient word we hear 
from Christ who spoke as none e’er spoke; but we believe him near. 
We may not touch his hands and side, nor follow where he trod; 
But in his promise we rejoice, and cry, “my Lord and God.” 

We Walk by faith and not by sight Led by God’s pure and holy Light! 
Prepare us for the journey, Lord, And may know your power and might, 
We walk by faith and not by sight. 

Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; and may our faith abound 
To call on you when you are near, and seek where you are found. 
And when our life of faith is done, in realms of clearer light 
May we behold you as you are with full and endless sight. 

 

†Benediction Rev. Sherouse 

 
†Postlude Baker Lawrimore 
 
Following our worship service, please join us in the fellowship hall for church conference and a light lunch. 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 


