
 
“The Resurrection of Lazarus” by Corinne Vonaesch 

First Baptist Church 
Greensboro, North Carolina gathers for 

The Worship of God 
The Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 26, 2023 

 
“I was at least twenty-five years old before I learned that Lent wasn't about punishing myself for 
being human--and it took me five more years to figure out that it wasn't about giving up Hershey's 
or taking on Pilates--so I don't blame anyone who has decided to give Lent a pass. 

But if you have spent a lot of time and/or money trying to acquire whatever it takes to grow your 
soul without seeing any new buds, then maybe a little spell in the wilderness is worth a try--a few 
weeks of choosing to live on less, not more--of practicing subtraction instead addition--not because 
your regular life is bad but because you want to make sure it is your real life--the one you long to 
be living-- which can be hard to do when you're living on fast food and busyness.” 

Barbara Brown Taylor 

 
Steeple Bells 10:30 a.m. 
 
Christ Candle Max McCracken 
 
Opening the Bible Clifton Stall 
 
Prelude Reid Gilliam organist 

“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” arr. Dale Wood 
 
†Call to Worship Sanctuary Choir 

“God is Our Refuge” music by Allen Pote (based on Psalm 46) 

God is our refuge and strength. A present help in time of trouble. Though the 
mountains shake in the heart of the sea, though the waters roar and foam, we 
will not fear.  
Come and behold the works of the Lord, the awesome acts of God. He is in the 
midst of his people in all the earth. He is the rain, we are the stones, He will 
cleanse us. He is the air, we are his song, we will celebrate his presence all the 
day long. 
 

Opening Sentences Rev. Alan Sherouse 

 



†Hymn 130 
“O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” AZMON 

 
†Passing of the Peace 
 
Words of Friendship Rev. Seth Hix 
 
A Time for Children Rev. Amy Starr Russell 

Children (first grade and younger) may attend Junior Church 
and will return to the sanctuary during the Hymn of Response. 
 

†Call to Prayer 
Worshipers are asked to move toward the cross  

in the center of the sanctuary as we sing together our Call to Prayer. 

“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” HAMBURG 

Stanza 2 
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
save in the death of Christ, my God; 
all the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 

†Prayers of God’s People Rev. Buck Cochran 

Stanza 4 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
that were a present far too small; 
love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 
Gospel Lesson Rev. Courtney Willis 

Excerpts from John 11:1-45 
 

Sermon Rev. Sherouse 
 
†Hymn of Response 531 

“O Love That Will Not Let Me Go” ST. MARGARET 

 

Stewardship Prayer Tammy Miller, deacon 
 
Choral Offering Sanctuary Choir 

“My Song is Love Unknown” Words by Samuel Crossman; Music arranged by Edwin 
Childs 

My Song is love unknown, My Savior’s love to me.  
Love to the loveless shown That they might lovely be.  
Oh, who and I, That for my sake 
My Lord should take Frail flesh and die?  
Sometimes they strew his way And his sweet praises sing; 
Resounding all the day Hosannas to their king.  
Then “Crucify” Is all their breath,  
And for his death they thirst and cry.  
Why, what has my Lord done To cause this rage and spite? 
He made the lame to run, And gave the blind their sight.  
What injuries! Yet these are why The Lord most high 
So cruelly dies, so cruelly dies, My Savior dies,  
My song is love So cruelly dies.  
Here might I stay and sing Of him my soul adores.  
Never was love, dear king, Never was grief like yours!   
This is my friend In whose sweet praise I all my days Could gladly spend. 
 

†Benediction Rev. Sherouse 
 
Choral Response Sanctuary Choir 

“No Hands But Yours” text by St. Teresa of Avila, 16th Century; music by Jerome Williams 

Christ has no body now on earth but yours; No hands but yours; 
No feet but yours; Christ has no body now on earth but yours. 

 
†Postlude Reid Gilliam organist 

“Prelude in A Minor, BWV 543” by J.S. Bach 
 
 
 

Reid Gilliam returns as our guest organist this morning. He has served churches as an active 
substitute organist for 30 years and holds the Colleague certification with the American Guild of 
Organists. When away from the organ bench, Reid works for Truist Bank and enjoys time with his 
wife Natalie, daughter Meg, and dog Boomer in Winston-Salem. 


