Advent

Hope

He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning,
the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything.
For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,
and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things,
whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.
—Colossians 1.15-20

†Opening Hymn Sanctuary Choir, Brass Ensemble, and Congregation
“Concerto on All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” setting by Hal Hopson
All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name was the opening hymn for the first service of worship
to be held in this sanctuary on November 30, 1952. We sing it again today with thanksgiving
for 70 years of worship in this sacred space.
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(†) indicates standing as able.
Hearing devices are available in the narthex.

Steeple Bells 10:30 a.m.
Opening the Bible Max McCracken
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation;
for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created things visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created
through him and for him.

Opening Sentences Rev. Alan Sherouse
2.

Responsive Reading Terri Vancil

Advent Chorus

In the days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the
highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion
shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall
beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob, come,

†Hymn of Praise 135

let us walk in the light of the Lord!

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” HYFRYDOL

—Isaiah 2.2-5

Voluntary Rev. Doug Vancil, organ

Words of Friendship Rev. Buck Cochran

“Variations on Hyfrydol, Intrata” by Albert Travis

A Time for Children Rev. Amy Starr Russell

Advent Wreath Erin and Lee Robertson

Children (first grade and younger) may attend Junior Church and return to the sanctuary
during the Hymn of Response.

Advent Prayer
Lord, we pray for your Church that through our Advent journey we may
be filled with expectation, and glorify you in the beauty of our worship,
the depth of our prayer and the devotion of our service.

Musical Interlude
“Variations on Hyfrydol, Flutes” by Albert Travis

God of gods,
whom saints and angels worship and adore,
as we prepare our hearts for your Son’s coming,
renew our spirits with your hope,
that reaching out to you in our waiting, and praising you in our worship,
we may come to know more deeply the mystery of Christ
and the fullness of your divine compassion on our world,
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.

Prayers of God’s People Rev. Chris Cherry
Gospel Lesson Rev. Courtney Willis
Matthew 24.36-44

Sermon Rev. Sherouse
4.
3.

Invitation to Respond Rev. Sherouse
Musical Interlude
A moment is provided for our quiet reflection on all that has been experienced today,
and to contemplate our individual and corporate response to God’s loving invitation.
Responses may be varied, from private prayers of commitment and renewal,
to tangible offerings of our resources, to public decisions to profess faith in Jesus Christ
for the first time, or to present ourselves for congregational membership.

†Hymn of Response 271
“Christ Is Coming! Let Creation”

CWM RHONDDA

Please omit stanza 3.

Stewardship Prayer Kevin Starr, deacon
Offertory
“Variations on Hyfrydol, Arioso” by Albert Travis

†Doxology HYFRYDOL
With that “blessed hope” before us, let no harp remain unstrung;
let the mighty advent chorus onward roll from tongue to tongue:
Christ is coming! Christ is coming! Come, Lord Jesus, quickly come!
Christ is coming! Christ is coming! Come, Lord Jesus, quickly come!

†Benediction Rev. Sherouse
†Organ Dismissal Rev. Vancil, organ
“Variations on Hyfrydol, Toccata” by Albert Travis
Back Page Photographs of
First Sunday Service at 1000 West Friendly Avenue
70 years ago this week, November 30, 1952
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