First Baptist Church
Greensboro, North Carolina gathers for

The Worship of God
Sunday, September 25, 2022
The sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of God and in honor of the Sherouse family –
Bea, Warner, Della, Jack, Jenny and Alan – to recognize Alan’s nine-year anniversary as our
Senior Pastor. With love and appreciation by Alan’s Pastor Search Committee – Kelly Cornett,
Scott Culclasure, Hazel Fisher, Thom Little, Matt Messick, David Rowe, Becky Starnes,
Monica Vaughan and Gayle Wiley. The flowers are also given in loving memory of our PSC
colleague Ken Brannon.

Steeple Bells 10:30 a.m.
Christ Candle Declan Stephens
Opening the Bible Raina Gould
Opening Sentences Rev. Alan Sherouse
Voluntary Baker Lawrimore, organ
“A Mighty Fortress” setting by Wilbur Held

†Responsive Psalm 91 Peyton Wheeler, McCormick Music Intern
You who dwell in the shelter of the Most High,
who abide in the shadow of the Almighty—
you will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my stronghold,
my God in whom I put my trust.”

For God will rescue you from the snare of the hunter
and from the deadly plague.
God’s wings will cover you, and you will find refuge beneath them;
God’s faithfulness will be your shield and defense.

You shall not fear any terror in the night,
nor the arrow that flies by day;
nor the plague that stalks in the darkness,
nor the sickness that lays waste at noon.

I will deliver those who cling to me;
I will behold them, because they know my name.
They will call me, and I will answer them;
I will be with them in trouble; I will rescue and honor them.
With long life will I satisfy them.

†Hymn of Praise 60
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” FAITHFULNESS

Words of Friendship Rev. Amy Starr Russell
A Time for Children Rev. Starr Russell
Prayers of God’s People Rev. Courtney Willis
Gospel Lesson Rev. Willis
Luke 16.19-31

Choral Anthem Sanctuary Choir
“Poor Man Lazarus” Jester Hairston

Sermon Rev. Sherouse
Ordination of Deacons
Newly elected deacons who seek ordination:
Norma Adams, Kara Cox, Clare Johnson, Margaret Petty, Laura Wall, Ruth Ward
Newly elected deacons who have previously been ordained:
Louise Garcia, Cooper Harrell, Thom Little, Joyce Setchfield, Tom Smith

†Litany of Ordination Debbie Huneycutt, Deacon Chair

†Offertory Hymn of Response
“The Church of Christ, in Every Age” GERMANY

Congregation, these are the persons whom you have asked
to be your servant leaders. Will you hold them and their office
in high esteem?

We will.
Do you desire them to lead us with courage, conviction and compassion?

We do.
Deacons, do you humbly accept the congregation’s confidence in you?

We do.
And will you pledge to be responsible bearers of this trust?

We do.
Will you be interpreters of our ministry to one another,
to this community and to the world?

We will.
Will you be prophets, calling us back to the hard truth we would sometimes
rather forget?

We will.
Will you be pastors to us in our sickness and sorrow, and friends to us
in times of stress and indecision?

We will.

†Ordination Prayer and Laying on of Hands Rev. Seth Hix, Deacon Chair elect
Congregation, will we give our lives in friendship, community, fellowship and
cooperation with these deacons? Will we work together, as we co-labor with God, in
the mission to which we are called: the formation of Christian community?

We will.

(Baptist Hymnal page 605)

†Benediction Rev. Sherouse

