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Summer Sabbath
June 12 — September 4
God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it,
because on it God rested from all the work of creation.

Opening the Bible Madilyn Hix
Voluntary Sam Messick piano

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” arranged by Dan Forrest

Opening Sentences Rev. Courtney Willis
†Hymn of Praise 77

—Genesis 2.3

Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days shall you labor
and do your work, but the seventh is a sabbath day to the Lord, your God.
—Exodus 20.8

“Come unto me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me;
for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
—Matthew 11.28-30

A season of “Summer Sabbath” is evident as regular church life yields to an
intentional time of rest and re-creation. The theme of Sabbath will be woven
throughout the order of service encouraging all of us to “find rest for our souls.”
This period coincides with the sabbatical leave of Senior Pastor Alan Sherouse,
and prayers for genuine rest and renewal are continually offered by the whole
congregation for Alan, Jenny and the children. We will hear from a variety of
preachers including our own associate pastors, ministers who call First Baptist their
“home church,” and other guests.
Talented vocalists and instrumentalists from our own congregation will provide
music leadership while our choirs take a break from regular rehearsals.
Yahweh is a Sabbath-keeping God, which fact ensures that restfulness and not
restlessness is at the center of life. Yahweh is a Sabbath-giving God and a
Sabbath-commanding God. Israel, for that reason, is always again to re-choose
between “life and death” (Deut.30:15-20), between Yahweh and “the gods of
your ancestors” (Josh. 24:14-15), between Yahweh and Baal (I Kings 18:21),
between the way of Torah and the way of sinners (Psalm 1). Sabbath becomes
a decisive, concrete, visible way of opting for, and aligning with the God of rest.
—Walter Brueggemann, Sabbath as Resistance.

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” LOBE DEN HERREN

Words of Friendship Baker Lawrimore
A Time for Children Rev. Amy Russell
†Responsive Psalm 139.1-12, 23-24 Terri Vancil
Singing: You are before me . . .
LORD, you have searched me out; O LORD, you have known me.
You know my sitting down and my rising up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.
You trace my journeys and my resting-places
and are acquainted with all my ways.
Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, but you, O LORD, know it altogether.
You encompass me, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain to it.
Singing: Then from your Spirit . . .
Where can I go then from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?
If I climb up to heaven, you are there;
if I make the grave my bed, you are there also.
If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
even there your hand will lead me and your right hand hold me fast.
If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me,
and the light around me turn to night,”
darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day;
darkness and light to you are both alike.
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Singing: Search me, O God . . .

Sermon Rev. Lesley-Ann Hix Tommey

Search me out, O God, and know my heart;
try me and know my restless thoughts.
Look well if there be any wickedness in me
and lead me in the way that is everlasting.

“Ladders Everywhere”

Invitation Rev. Willis
†Hymn

“We Are Climbing Jacob’s Ladder”
Must Jesus bear the cross alone, and all the world go free?
No, there’s a cross for everyone, and there’s a cross for me.

Text: © 1973 Ian Pitt-Watson. Music: Alfred Morton Smith, 1941
Used by permission from OneLicense.net A-707453

Prayers of God’s People Rev. Willis
Ministry of Music Ellis Vaughan vocal solo
“Lord of Eternity” Fernando Ortega

Scripture Lesson Rev. Monica Hix

The Lord’s Supper

Genesis 28.10-19
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†Scriptural Affirmation of Faith Ben Norman, deacon
All who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.
For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear,
but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, ‘Abba!’ Father!’
it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God,
and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—
if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now;
and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, and redemption of our
bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope.
For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see,
we wait for it with patience.
—from Romans 8

Musical Offering Sam Messick, piano

“This Is My Father’s World” setting by Joel Raney

†Benediction Rev. Hix Tommey
†Song of Dismissal TERRA BEATA
This is our Father’s world.
O let us not forget that though the wrong is great and strong,
God is the ruler yet.
This is our Father’s world. The battle is not done.
Jesus, who died shall be satisfied, and earth and heaven be one.

†Postlude Rev. Vancil, organ

“Finale from Symphony No. 4” Charles Marie Widor

Rev. Lesley-Ann Hix Tommey lives in New York City with her spouse, Blake, and
their infant son, Otis. Lesley-Ann serves Brooklyn’s Plymouth Church as assistant
minister. Before joining the Plymouth staff in 2021 she has worked as CBF field
personnel, a minister to families, graphic designer, wedding photographer and
intentional community minister. Lesley-Ann is a native of Greensboro, and we are
proud to share the title of “home church” with College Park Baptist. She is a
graduate of UNC-Chapel Hill and Mercer University’s McAfee School of Theology.
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