First Baptist Church of Greensboro

The Worship of God
June 19, 2022

Summer Sabbath
June 12 — September 4

Steeple Bells 10:30 am
Opening the Bible Lily James Kesler
Opening Sentences Rev. Doug Vancil
†Responsive Psalm 42 Terri Vancil
Refrain:

God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it,
because on it God rested from all the work of creation.
—Genesis 2.3

Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days shall you labor
and do your work, but the seventh is a sabbath day to the Lord, your God.
—Exodus 20.8

“Come unto me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me;
for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”
—Matthew 11.28-30

A season of “Summer Sabbath” is evident as regular church life yields to an
intentional time of rest and re-creation. The theme of Sabbath will be woven
throughout the order of service encouraging all of us to “find rest for our souls.”
This period coincides with the sabbatical leave of Senior Pastor Alan Sherouse,
and prayers for genuine rest and renewal are continually offered by the whole
congregation for Alan, Jenny and the children. We will hear from a variety of
preachers including our own associate pastors, ministers who call First Baptist their
“home church,” and other guests.
Talented vocalists and instrumentalists from our own congregation will provide
music leadership while our choirs take a break from regular rehearsals.
Yahweh is a Sabbath-keeping God, which fact ensures that restfulness and not
restlessness is at the center of life. Yahweh is a Sabbath-giving God and a
Sabbath-commanding God. Israel, for that reason, is always again to re-choose
between “life and death” (Deut.30:15-20), between Yahweh and “the gods of
your ancestors” (Josh. 24:14-15), between Yahweh and Baal (I Kings 18:21),
between the way of Torah and the way of sinners (Psalm 1). Sabbath becomes a
decisive, concrete, visible way of opting for, and aligning with the God of rest.
—Walter Brueggemann, Sabbath as Resistance.

Words and Music: Martin Nystrom
© 1993 Universal Music—Brentwood Benson Publishing
Used by permission from OneLicense.net#A-404573.

As the deer longs for the water-brooks, so longs my soul for you, O God.
I thirst for God, for the living God;
when shall I come to appear before the presence of God?
My tears have been my food day and night,
while all day long they say to me, “Where now is your God?” Refrain
I pour out my soul when I think on these things;
how I went with the multitude and led them into the house of God,
with shouts of thanksgiving, among those keeping festival.
Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul,
and why are you so disquieted within me?
Put your trust in God, for I will yet give thanks
to the one who is my help and my God. Refrain
My soul is heavy within me; therefore I will remember you from the
land of Jordan, and from the peak of Mizar among the heights of Hermon.
One deep calls to another in the roar of your cascades;
all your rapids and floods have gone over me.
The LORD grants lovingkindness in the daytime; in the night season
the Lord’s song is with me, a prayer to the God of my life. Refrain

I will say to the God of my strength, “Why have you rejected me,
and why do I wander in such gloom while the enemy oppresses me?”
While my bones are being broken, my enemies mock me to my face;
all day long they mock me and say to me, “Where now is your God?”

Sermon Rev. Seth Hix
†Hymn of Response “O Praise the Gracious Power” MARION

Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul,
and why are you so disquieted within me?
Put your trust in God, for I will yet give thanks
to the one who is my help and my God. Refrain

Voluntary Rev. Vancil, organ
“Litanies” Jean Alain

"When the Christian soul in distress no longer finds new words to implore God’s
mercy, it repeats ceaselessly the same invocation with vehement faith. Reason
has reached its limit; Faith alone pursues its ascension.” –Marie Claire Alain

Prayers of God’s People Rev. Buck Cochran
†Prayer Hymn 708

“Blest Be the Tie That Binds” DENNIS

Words of Friendship Rev. Chris Cherry
A Time for Children Rev. Cochran
†Scriptural Affirmation of Faith Rev. Willis
Galatians 3.23-29

from Baptist Hymnal, 1991, page 226.
Text: Thomas Troeger © 1984, Oxford University Press.

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law
until faith would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian
until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith
has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian for in Christ Jesus
you are all children of God through faith.

Stewardship Prayer Mark McCracken, deacon

As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with
Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free,
there is no longer male or female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.
And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring,
heirs according to the promise.

†Doxology (see above)

†Hymn 695 “In Christ There Is No East or West” MCKEE
Scripture Reading Amelia Britt, Pastoral Intern
Matthew 16.13-20

Musical Offering Lorie Rainey, vocal soloist
“The Goodness of God”

†Benediction Rev. Hix
Rev. Hix is coordinator for transitions and church engagement with Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship of North Carolina. Previously Seth served as Minister of Music
of Calvary Baptist Church, Lexington, KY. He is a graduate of Wake Forest
School of Divinity and Samford University. We know and love Seth as fellow
church member, deacon, choir member, husband of Genelle, father of Caleb
and Madilyn, son of Bill and Janice, and son-in-law of the Wagers.

