
WEDDING GUIDE

For
First Baptist Church

Greensboro,  North Carolina



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Reservations for Your Wedding ....................................... 3

Ministers ............................................................................ 3

Appropriate Dress and Conduct ..................................... 3

Wedding Director ............................................................. 4

Facilities ............................................................................. 5

Receptions ......................................................................... 6

Decorations ....................................................................... 6

Duties of Custodian ......................................................... 7

Sound Technicians ............................................................ 7

Photography/Videography ............................................... 7

The Wedding Music ......................................................... 8

Services of the Organist ................................................... 8

1



LOVE
And now I will show you the most excellent way.

I Corinthians 13:1-13 (NIV)

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging
cymbal.  If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and  if I  have a faith that
can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.  If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body
to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.    Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not boast,
it is not proud.  It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does
not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
Love never fails.  But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled;
where there is knowledge, it will pass away.  For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when perfection
comes, the imperfect disappears.  When I was a child, I talked  like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like
a child.  When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me.  Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror;
then we shall see face to face.  Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.  And now
these three remain; faith, hope, and love.  But the greatest of these is love.

A MESSAGE FROM FIRST BAPTIST

Congratulations!

You are about to embark on an incredible journey.  The love which energizes you as you plan your wedding is like
God’s love--for God is love (I John 4).

Make no mistake about it.  Your wedding and your marriage are two distinct happenings.  We can, and we will,
work with you to make your wedding a warm memory forever.  Yet, only you, your spouse, and God can create from
this wedding a true marriage--and that will take time.

Your marriage union is to be a divinely created marvel.  Just as God has created your separateness, now God will
create your togetherness.  There will be spaces within it sufficient for your individualities to flourish, but there will
also be a bonding in it which is a miracle to behold.

All of us at First Baptist Church pledge our very best to make your wedding the happy and holy event you want it
to be.

This wedding booklet will answer many of your questions about preparations you will need to make.
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Reservations for Your Wedding

As a  Christian church, we believe the wedding to be a time of worship.  At First Baptist Church, we will work with
you to help make this sacred time a happy time, planned so that the service will move smoothly and easily for all
concerned.  It is for that purpose that we have assembled this booklet of policies and procedures.

Please contact the wedding coordinator as early as possible to  tentatively reserve the Sanctuary, Chapel, or Parlor,
and the Fellowship Hall  (if needed for the reception).   If an event is already scheduled for the date you have originally
planned, we will work with you to schedule another date.   Sunday weddings require special consideration from the
pastoral office.

At this time, you may set a date to meet with the wedding coordinator.  At this meeting, the coordinator will show
you the facilities and answer any questions you may have.  She will give you a wedding registration form, a fee
schedule, and a wedding agreement.  Upon your payment of the required deposit, she will enter your confirmed
date on the calendar.

It is extremely important that the wedding party observe the exact time indicated for the rehearsal and wedding,
and care should be taken for all members of the wedding party to be in their places at the time indicated.

The completed registration form and payment in full are due in the church office 60 days prior to the wedding.  Your
failure to comply with these requirements will result in forfeiture of the date requested.

Ministers
After engaging a minister of First Baptist Church for the wedding ceremony, it will be necessary for you  to make an
appointment with that minister for pre-nuptial counseling well in advance of the wedding date.

One of our ministers  will be available to  officiate at any wedding.  If it is the desire of the bride or groom to invite
another minister to participate in the ceremony, please advise the Pastor of First Baptist Church.  He, then, will extend
the invitation to the guest minister.

•The Bride and Groom should present the marriage license to the officiating minister at the wedding rehearsal.  The
Maid of Honor and the Best Man "usually" serve as witnesses for the document.  However, any person attending the
ceremony can serve as a witness.

•The wedding  couple will receive a Certificate of Marriage following the ceremony.

Appropriate Dress and Conduct

•Since weddings are services of worship, First Baptist Church asks all persons participating in the rehearsal, the
wedding ceremony, or the reception to be attentive to appropriate attire for a Christian ceremony.

•Wedding party members are expected to refrain from the use of alcoholic beverages.  We ask that you not serve
alcoholic beverages at any time.  We also ask that you and your guests observe our "No Smoking" policy in the church
and refrain from using profanity.
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Wedding Director

Although the minister is in charge of the rehearsal, a wedding director is required to ensure the greatest ease,
efficiency, and knowledge of the facility.

•Members of First Baptist Church must use one of our three Wedding Directors.  They are official representatives
of the church and responsible for directing the wedding according to the policies of the church.  You will need to
contact one of them to confirm their availablity.

Sandra Canipe  (336) 273-6491
Ruth Elliott  (910) 315-7884
Cynthia Markham  (336) 292-7499

•Non-members of First Baptist Church may not use the facilities unless they are a son or daughter of a church
member.  Then they must use a *certified director, selected on a rotating basis by the church wedding coordinator.

A Director's Responsibilities Include:
•A meeting to discuss plans and layout for the wedding, allowing approximately 1 1/2 hours (have a typed list in
hand).

•The rehearsal (not to exceed 1 hour).  Wedding director is availiable for one (1) hour from the time the rehearsal
is to begin.
•The wedding (approximately 3 hours).

•The distribution of checks to those who have assisted in the wedding.  The bride makes out checks to the director,
the musician, and the sound system technician and gives them  to the wedding director at the rehearsal, and she
will pass them on, no later than the next day.

The director is not responsible for referrals to caterers, florists, etc.; however, if asked she may tell them who does
the church's food and flowers.*The church offers workshops for training directors.  Attendance at a workshop is a
requirement for becoming a certified director.
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Sanctuary - capacity 1300
Chapel     - capacity   200
Parlor     - capacity     25
Fellowship Hall - approx. 400 (for reception)
Room 102 - capacity  100 (for reception)

•Room 103, on the first floor (Bride's Room), is the dressing room for  the bride and bridesmaids.  It has full length
mirrors, hooks for long dresses, and other appropriate fittings.  It adjoins a restroom facility with additional mirrors.

•Room 208 is available for the groom and groomsmen.

The custodian will be available to make sure these rooms are unlocked and secured as needed.

Chapel

Sanctuary

Facilities

It is the obligation of the bride and groom to make certain  that members
of the wedding party know these guidelines.
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Decorations
The beauty of the Sanctuary and Chapel makes elaborate decorations unnecessary.

If you wish to donate the flowers to the Church to be used in the Sanctuary on Sunday, following a Saturday
wedding, please note this on the Wedding Registration Form.  Notification will insure the flowers will be noted
in the Sunday service program as "in honor of the marriage of . . . " Early notification will insure this Sunday being
held for you.  If there is a standing reservation for memorial flowers on the Sunday following your Saturday
wedding, we will place your flowers in the narthex.  You may ascertain this in advance.

It is important for you to discuss all decorations with your florist since the bride assumes all financial responsibility
for any damage (as a result of the decorations).

Under no circumstances do we attach decorations to the pews, railing, or window sills, or to any other furnishing
in the Sanctuary or Chapel by pinning, tacking, gluing, nailing, stapling, or wiring.  We do not ever place anything
on the piano or organ.

Candles:
•You may only use chase candles, and you must purchase these, at cost, from the Church.

• If you desire to use a unity candelabra, or the unity candle with the small table, you must purchase these candles,
also, at cost, from the Church.

Rice:
• Rice is a potential hazard.  Therefore, it is not to be used in or around the Church facilities.  However,  you may
use bird seed, petals, etc. outside the Church building only.

Receptions
The Fellowship Hall and Room 102 are available for receptions, but not for rehearsal dinners.  It is necessary
to place your reception date on the Church calendar.  If possible, do this at the time of making the wedding
reservation.

The bride must make arrangements for the reception by consulting with the First Baptist Church Director of
Food Services.

If she uses a caterer other than the First Baptist Church Director of Food Services, she must agree to follow these
directives:

1.  The caterer or a responsible representative of the catering firm must meet with the Director of Food Services
to discuss proper kitchen procedures and to be sure that there is a clear understanding of the responsibilities of
the Caterer's Agreement as signed.

2.  The bride or the caterer is responsible for a $100 deposit in advance.  The refunding of this fee will be based
on (1) whether or not any equipment is missing and (2) the condition of the kitchen and surrounding areas when
the caterer leaves the building.

3.  No cooking for the reception is available in the Church kitchen.  A warmer is available.

4.  Round tables are available only within the building.
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Duties of Custodians
The bride must confer with the wedding coordinator to coordinate the time a custodian is to be
available.  Custodial duties include:
1.  Opening and closing Church for all functions.
2.  Cleaning before and after the wedding, to  include all  wedding equipment used.
3.  Moving pulpit furniture in Sanctuary or Chapel, if desired.
4.  Meeting florist at desired times (for opening Church).
5.  Preparation for the reception (if Church facilities are used).
6.  Washing  dishes and silver after reception.
7.  Unlocking and securing Room 103 (Bride's Room) and Room 208 (Groom's Room).

Sound Technicians
The Sanctuary's size and acoustics necessitate the use of a professional sound system.

The wedding coordinator will contact the technician, who will be at the rehearsal (availiable for one
(1) hour from the time the rehearsal is to begin) and the wedding, and will provide an audio tape
recording of the service.

Photography and Videography
Photography:
The bride should contact the photographer of  her choice at an early date and she should inform him/
her of the following restrictions:
•Flash photography is not permissible during the ceremony.  A time exposure of the ceremony itself
is permissible.

•It is possible to recreate the service for pictures, following the wedding.

•Floodlights are not permissible.

Videography:
•Videos with natural lighting are permissible if done unobtrusively from the balcony of the Sanctuary
or the rear of the Chapel.

•Unmanned and unobtrusive video cameras from the choir loft are permissible.

No pictures of any type are permissible  during the service by guests
or  wedding party.
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The Wedding Music
It is  important to keep in mind that a Church wedding is a service of worship, and the music should be in keeping
with the reverence that we  customarily observe in worship.   Only sacred or classical music is appropriate.

The bride should make an appointment with the Associate Pastor: Music/Worship immediately following the
initial interview with the Pastor.  If you have not made arrangements to meet with the organist two (2) weeks
prior to the wedding for the purpose of selecting music, the organist will select the music to be used.

He will explain the requirements of the Church regarding the use of music, and will give assistance in the
selection of appropriate music.

Organist:
It is expected that the Associate Pastor: Music/Worship will serve as organist for all Church weddings, however,
you must make personal contact to confirm availability.

Services of the Organist

1.  Consultation with bride for music selection.
2.  Rehearsal with soloist.
3.  Attendance at wedding rehearsal.
4.  Approximately 30 to 45 minutes of pre-nuptial music  (preludes).
5.  Wedding ceremony.
6.  Note: Organist and musicians are availiable for one (1) hour from the time the rehearsal is to begin.
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Director’s Form
Wedding Party

Bride

Bride’s escort Relationship

Maid/Matron of Honor

Attendants

Flower Girl

Honorary Attendants

Groom

Best Man

Groomsmen

Flower Girl

Ring Bearer

Mothers/Family Members

Bride’s mother Escort

Groom’s mother Escort

Bride’s grandmother(s) Escort

Escort

Groom’s grandmother(s) Escort

Escort

Director’s Notes: (to be filled in by Director)

Presiding Minister Organist



Wedding Fee Schedule

Facilities Fees
Wedding
Sanctuary $500.00 *
Chapel $250.00 *
Parlor $85.00 *

Reception
Room 108 $250.00 *
Room 102 $125.00 *
* Includes Custodial Fee

If using outside caterer, please contact our Food Service Director, Marty Kellam at
marty@fbcgso.org, (336) 274-3286 ext. 245.

Personnel
Pastor(s) Honorarium is left to the discretion of the bride & groom
Wedding Director $150.00
Organist $250.00
Sound Technician $100.00

Items Available
Online Marriage test $29.95 If Marriage Counselor is other than pastor
Branch Brass Floor Candelabra $20.00 1 pair
15 Branch Arch Brass
Floor Candelabra (1) $20.00
Spiral Candelabra $20.00 1 pair
Fuel Cell Candlesticks (12) $5.00 each
Pew/Aisle Markers (8) $5.00 each
12 inch Hurricane Globes $15.00
Self Standing Unity
Candelabra (1) $10.00
Unity Candleholder & Table (1) $10.00
Kneeling Bench $15.00
Urns $10.00 pair
Pillar Candles $0.50 each

Other Items
Center Steps in the Chapel
Podium
Music Stands


