First Baptist Church, Greensboro, North Carolina

The Worship of God
Sunday, October 31, 2021

Reformation Sunday

Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the LORD their God;
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps promises forever;
who gives justice to those who are oppressed,
and food to those who hunger. The LORD sets the captive free.
Refrain

Call to Worship

10:30 a.m.

Lighting the Christ Candle

Tanner Baugh

Opening the Bible

Lincoln Harrell

Opening Voluntary
Johann Sebastian Bach
Toccata and Fugue in D Minor
Rev. Doug Vancil, organ

Opening Sentences
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Refrain
EIN’ FESTE BURG

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
Words of Friendship

†Responsive Psalm 146

œ

The LORD shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!

Rev. Alan Sherouse

and also with you.

& 44

The LORD cares for the stranger;
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow,
but frustrates the way of the wicked.

†Hymn 43

The Lord be with you,

Refrain:

The LORD opens the eyes of the blind;
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
the LORD loves the righteous.

Terri Vancil
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God’s king - dom is
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Hallelujah! Praise the LORD, O my soul!

I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
Put not your trust in rulers, in mortals in whom there is no help.
When they breathe their last, they return to earth,
and in that day their thoughts perish.
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Rev. Courtney Willis

A Time for Children

Christina McCord

Prayers of God’s People

Rev. Chris Cherry

Scripture Reading

Sermon

†Hymn 636

Rev. Willis

Mark 10.35-45
Rev. Sherouse

Another Way: The Way of Mercy
WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT

If You Will Trust in God to Guide You

Choral Anthem
What God Ordains Is Always Good

Dan Forrest

Sanctuary Choir
Margaret Stuckey, McCormick Music Intern, accompanist

What God ordains is always good: His will is just and holy.
As He directs my life for me, I follow meek and lowly.
My God indeed in every need knows well how He will shield me;
to Him, then, I will yield me.
What God ordains is always good: He is my friend and Father;
He suffers not to do me harm though many storms may gather.
Now I may know both joy and woe; someday I shall see clearly
that He has loved me dearly.

If You Will Only Let God Guide You is our Hymn of the Month in October.
We have heard it played on the organ and handbells, sung by the choir, and
also by the congregation throughout the month. The hymn’s author and
composer, Georg Neumark was only 18 years old when he was robbed of all
of his earthly belongings while traveling across Germany to study at the
Konigsberg University.
For two years he wandered around trying to find work and stay alive, all
against the backdrop of the Thirty Years War when economic and social
conditions were deplorable. Finally, in 1641, with the help of the lead pastor
in Keil, Neumark secured a tutoring position with a wealthy family, and in
gratitude he penned the words of this beloved hymn.

What God ordains is always good: This truth remains unshaken.
Though sorrow, need, or death be mine, I shall not be forsaken.
I fear no harm, for with His arm, He shall embrace and shield me;
So to my God I yield me.
words: Samuel Rodigast (1649-1708)
music: Servus Gastorim (1645-1682) J. S. Bach (BWV 250)

Stewardship Prayer
Recognition

Beth Shaffer, deacon
Rev. Sherouse

_______________________________________
At this time we will be dismissed by row to convene for the remainder
of the service under the shade trees on the west lawn.

Congregational Verse

OLD HUNDREDTH PSALM TUNE

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise God all creatures high and low;
praise God for all that Love has done;
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One; Amen.

Passing of the Peace

Rev. Sherouse

The sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of God
in honor of Christina McCord
with deepest gratitude for her years of service to our congregation
as Minister to Children and Families.

