The Worship of God

First Sunday in Lent
March 1, 2020

Lent is a season of preparation and
repentance during which we anticipate
Good Friday and Easter. Just as we carefully prepare

for big events in our personal lives, such as a wedding or
commencement, Lent invites us to make our hearts ready for
remembering Jesus’ passion and celebrating Jesus’ resurrection.

The practice of a forty-day preparation period began in the Christian church
during the third and fourth centuries. The number forty carries biblical
significance based on the forty years Israel spent in the wilderness and Jesus’
forty-day fast in the wilderness. The forty days of Lent begin on Ash Wednesday
and continue through holy week, not counting Sundays. The Sundays of Lent are
reserved for celebratory worship, but emphasize repentance and renewal.
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Opening Sentences
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Rev. Alan Sherouse
Rev. Doug Vancil

TIntroit ELTON
Bishop William Walsham How (1837-97)
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tCall to Worship Terri Vancil
Ashes have been smeared and sins have been confessed . . .
We follow our faithful Lord

These times, they are troubling, this journey, it is hard . . .
We follow our faithful Lord.

It is God who sustains, not the temptations of this world . . .
We follow our faithful Lord

In the Lord is our trust, our protection from harm . . .
We follow our faithful Lord.

Come, let us worship the One whom we serve . . .
We follow our faithful Lord.

tHymn 200 LAND OF REST
Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days

tWords of Friendship Rev. Amy Grizzle Kane
A Time for Children Christina McCord
A Child’s Prayer WITHAMS
17th Century Latin
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Responsive Psalm 32 Rev. Vancil

Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put away!
Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, and in whose spirit there is
no guile!
While | held my tongue, my bones withered away,
because of my groaning all day long.
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For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; my moisture was
dried up as in the heat of summer.

Then | acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt.
I said, “1 wil!/ contoes% my trans
Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.

Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.

You are my hidingplace; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.

“I'will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go;

I will guide you with my eye. Do not be like horse or mule,

which have no understanding; who must be fitted with bit and bridle,
or else they will not stay near you.”

Great are the tribulations of the wicked:;

but mercy embraces those who tst in the Lord.
Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord;
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

tPrayers of God’s People Rev. Grizzle Kane
tPrayer Hymn LEDGER
Mrs. Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-95)
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Opening of God’s Word Della Sherouse

Scripture Lesson Matthew 4:1-11 Elaine McRae, deacon

Sermon Are You the Son of God? Rev. Sherouse
Musical Interlude

The Lord’s Supper Rev. Chris Cherry
Brad Wall, deacon chair

Communion Hymn WONDROUS LOVE
What Wondrous Love Is This

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul,
what wondrous love is this, O my soul!

What wondrous love is tts that caused the Lord of bliss
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul!

When | was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,

when | was sinking down, sinking down;

when | was sinking down beneath
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul,

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul!

To God ando the Lamb I will sing, I will sing,

to God and to the Lamb I will sing!

To God and to the Lamb, who is t
while millions join the theme, | will sing, | will sing,

while millions join the theme, | will sing.

And when from death | 'm free, (.
and when from death | 'm free, (.
And when from death | ’'m free, (.
and through eternity 1711 sing o
and throudlBingetlernity 1°
—Southern Harmony, 1835

Offertory Prayer Becky Starnes
Choral Offering Drop, Drop Slow Tears SHERLAW-JOHNSON

Sanctuary Choir
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Drop, drop slow tears, and bathe those beauteous feet,
which brought from heaven the new and Prince of Peace.

Cease not, wet eyes, his mercies to entreat;
to cry for vengeance sin doth never cease.

In your deep floods drown all my faults and fears;
nor let his eye see sin, but through my tears.

—Phineas Fletcher (1582-1650)

tHymn of Response AMELIA
Isaac Watts (1674-1748)
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soul, my life, my all, de-mands my soul, my life, my all
TBenediction Rev. Sherouse

Today’s congregational music comes from St. John Passioby Bob
Chilcott which will be presented in its entirety by the Sanctuary Choir
in morning worship on Palm/Passion Sunday, April 5, and is used by
permission from Oxford University Press.

We welcome guest violinist Lalia Mangioneto our service today.
Lalia is a graduate student at UNCG and will give her final recital in
our chapel on Wednesday, March 11 at 8:00 p.m. All are welcome.

All who are able will move toward the cross in the center of the
sanctuaryforPr ayer s o f afd@rdcéssforwre forp | e,
Communionserved by intinction. If you are limited from these
activities deacons will serve you where you are seated.
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Lenten Hymns

The Sanctuary Choir will present St. John
Passioron Palm Sunday, April 5 in morning
worship. This beautiful setting by
contemporary English composer Bob Chilcott
contains four congregational hymns that we
will sing together each Sunday of Lent. The
ancient texts set to fresh new tunes will require repetition and
contemplation. These hymns (both tune and text) are included in this
month’s newsletter so they can be read and sung at home. You are
encouraged to make them a part of your daily worship during this Lenten
season in addition to our corporate worship. You can also find beautiful
recordings by the Wells Cathedral Choir on Youtube.

In Chilcott’s setting these hymns along with choral meditations of other
ancient texts are interspersed into the drama of Christ’s trial and
crucifixion as told in John’s gospel. The lead storyteller is the evangelist,
sung for us by guest tenor soloist Jacob Sorrells, a professional singer in
Minneapolis, and an Asheville native.
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