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Lent is a season of preparation and
repentance during which we anticipate
Good Friday and Easter. Just as we carefully prepare
for big events in our personal lives, such as a wedding or
commencement, Lent invites us to make our hearts ready for
remembering Jesus’ passion and celebrating Jesus’ resurrection.
The practice of a forty-day preparation period began in the Christian church
during the third and fourth centuries. The number forty carries biblical
significance based on the forty years Israel spent in the wilderness and Jesus’
forty-day fast in the wilderness. The forty days of Lent begin on Ash Wednesday
and continue through holy week, not counting Sundays. The Sundays of Lent are
reserved for celebratory worship, but emphasize repentance and renewal.

Music for Gathering

Marietta Mobley, piano

Christ Candle

Lydia Bradford

Voluntary

Fred Gramann

Prelude on Herzliebster Jesu
Ah, Holy Jesus by Johann Cruger
Adult Handbell Choir, Terri Vancil, director
For us, kind Jesus, was your incarnation,
your mortal sorrow, and your life’s oblation,
your death of anguish and your bitter passion, for our salvation.
Therefore, dear Jesus, since we cannot pay you,
we do adore you, and will ever pray you,
think on your pity and your love unswerving, not our deserving.

Opening Sentences

Rev. Alan Sherouse

†Introit

ELTON
Bishop William Walsham How (1837-97)

†Words of Friendship

Rev. Amy Grizzle Kane

A Time for Children
A Child’s Prayer

Christina McCord
WITHAMS
17th Century Latin

Responsive Psalm 121

Terri Vancil

I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come?

My help comes from the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth.
The LORD will not let your foot be moved

nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.

Behold, the keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep;
the LORD watches over you,
the LORD is your shade at your right hand;

the sun will not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
The LORD will preserve you from all evil and will keep your life.

The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.

†Prayers of God’s People

Rev. Adam Barnes, deacon

†Prayer Hymn

LEDGER
Mrs. Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-95)

Opening of God’s Word

Jack Sherouse

Scripture Lesson

Rev. Grizzle Kane

John 3.1-17
Sermon

Rev. Sherouse

How can anyone be born again?

†Hymn of Response

AMELIA
Isaac Watts (1674-1748)

Musical Interlude
Offertory Prayer

Rev. Grizzle Kane

Musical Offering

Cathy Moklebust

The Passion Prophecy
Adult Handbell Choir
For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or
to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith.
If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the
promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is
there violation. For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise
may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the
adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he
is the father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many
nations”)—in the presence of God in whom he believed, who gives life to the
dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.
—Romans 4.13-17

†Benediction

Rev. Sherouse

Today’s congregational music comes from St. John Passion by Bob Chilcott
which will be presented in its entirety by the Sanctuary Choir in morning
worship on Palm/Passion Sunday, April 5, and is used by permission from
Oxford University Press.

